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and competence. Cabot declined, however, to lend any men,
and de Rojas was eventually picked up and brought home by a
later Spanish expedition.
Immediately on the arrival of the Santa Maria at Seville, the
Admiral's conduct was made the subject of a judicial enquiry;
but while he was formally condemned, he does not appear to
have lost the confidence of his sovereign, who had less reason
than the business men who had Invested In the voyage to resent
its diversion to the Parana Basin, which he was, in fact, anxious
to have explored. It is noteworthy that although the names of
Roger Barlow and Henry Latlrner are several times mentioned
In the depositions taken on the occasion of Cabot's trial,
neither gave evidence, and there was no breach between them
and the Admiral.
Barlow had now learned from his friend Thome of the
abortive voyage of John Rut in search of a western passage,
made at the instance of Henry VIII and Wolsey in 1527, and
it was most probably at this period that the two merchants drew
up that Address to the King, destined never to be delivered, a
copy of which is always to be found annexed to the letter to
Dr. Lee written two or three years earlier. Rut's voyage is
referred to In the following passage of the Address: cSo that
now rest to be discovered the said North parts, the which
seemeth to me is only your charge and duty. Because the
situation of this your Realm is therunto near and aptest of all
other: and also for that you have already taken it in hand . . .
though heretofore your Grace hath made thereof a proof and
found not the commodity thereby as you trusted, at this time It
should be no Impediment. For there may be now provided
remedies for things then lacking, and remove the Incon-
veniences and lets that then were cause that your Grace's desire
took not full effect, which is, the course to be changed', and to
follow a new course'. John Rut, it will be recalled, sailed directly
for Newfoundland, and after making a reconnaissance for a
short distance northwards, turned south with the apparent
Intention of searching for the passage suggested by Verrazzano's